
While it covers a period over 200 years ago – the settlement of the 
Northwest Territory in the years before 1800 – it touches on topics that 
are on the front pages today as the nation revisits its beliefs. 

But even for a master at narrative like McCullough, what adds an extra 
dimension to the main characters is that they’re drawn from a collection of 
diaries and letters by the characters themselves. The New York Times Book 
Review calls it “a tale of uplift.” I call it “a great story, period.” 

As we start redefining how our businesses – and hence, our finances 
– will look after the Coronavirus, how could I pass up a book that tells
us how to make fewer stupid choices? Cunningham starts by asking
how much better off you’d be financially if you could reverse any
three financial decisions you’ve made over the years. I found my
three pretty quickly, and I’d imagine you can, too.
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I never thought I could get into the evolution of our species, but this 
is fascinating. Dr. Harari is skilled at bringing distant realities into 
today’s context by removing the dry, scientific filter that usually 
comes with the topic. He’s also written a book called “21 Lessons for 
the 21st Century,” which focuses on the biggest questions of the 
present. That might have to be my next read.

BBill Harris, CFP®, RMA®,Co-Founder
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When I chose this book, I had no idea that the statues of key figures of 
that era would become part of this summer’s conversation. And, as I 
read it, I realized that what’s encapsulated in those larger-than-life 
bronze replicas are human beings, with all the good, the bad and the 
ugly. 

This great historian humanizes Ulysses S. Grant for us through the 
depth of non-judgmental detail. I was left with the image of a great 
war hero and a fascinating personality.

It’s a classic, but, as you read it, you’ll forget that it was first 
published in 1898. You would think it was written for today.

This book is out of print in the traditional sense. Because no one 
has a copyright on the body of the work, it’s in the public 
domain in the U.S. It’s available in many formats – print, digital 
and audio – including for free on the internet and Kindle. So, 
there’s no reason not to add it to your summer list.

PPaula Harris, Co-Founder  S:

Focusing on my spiritual life has been a high priority for me the past few 
years and books by Matthew are always high on the list. This is his newest 
one and talks about how focusing on the habit of prayer has the power to 
change your life. I am a believer in prayer! 
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In marketing circles, this book is all the talk. I read it and then took 
the workshop that went with it. The messaging is crisp and easy to 
understand. It really helped shape our newly launched website! 

What can you do each day to discover inner peace and serenity?
I first listened to this on Hoopla (borrowed from the library))in the 
spring and now I’m reading it again. This is one that needs an 
annual read as it helps you answer questions, like what would it 
be like to free yourself from limitations and soar beyond your 
boundaries? What can you do each day to discover inner peace 
and serenity??It is a must for anyone on a spiritual and/or 
personal development journey.

I’m always looking to “sharpen the saw” and my mentor Jack 
Canfield always provides me with crisp, learn action steps to 
become the best version of myself. The 11 focusing strategies give 
you clear advice on taking your game to the next level. 

A spiritual approach to prayer that is more of an honest 
conversation through the authors own lens. It’s a non traditional 
“faith” book that I really enjoyed and will use going forward! 
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As I work more coaching into my personal and professional life, I 
seek the wisdom of clear, straightforward communicators. Michael is 
one of those people. He leaves you with seven questions and tools to 
help transform the way you lead. 

Griffin Brayer, Summer Intern  S:

I am currently rereading the Witcher series, starting with 
Blood of Elves. After watching the Netflix show, I wanted 
to reread the series because it has been a while since I 
read them. Another book that I have been reading is 
Where Men Win Glory, which is about Pat Tillman who 
walked away from an NFL contract in 2002 to enlist in the 
US Army feeling a strong moral obligation to join the fight 
against terrorism. 
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